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In compliance with the requirements of the laws 
of the State, the Superintending Committee submits 
the followmg annual report in relation to the schools 
of 1873-4. 

One leading aid to the prosperity of any commu- 
nity is the well trained and well governed school. 
In this work of elevation every scholar may find a 
high satisfaction and profit, and will review the ef- 
forts with many thanks to those who help in the 
work. “Order is heaven’s first law,” and order in 
schools is vital to success. Time is precious, and 
not a moment should be lost. Much should be done, 
and many studies are necessary to enlarge the mind, 
and the wish is for each scholar to study and learn 
how to gain knowledge by himself and for himself, 
to be useful in life; hence he should commit thorough- 
ly every lesson. The regulations in school may be 
few, but every one should be obeyed cheerfully and 
promptly. To evade and transgress will be looked 
back upon with regret, and perhaps with shame. 
Parents may help in governing a school. An in- 
stance to illustrate this is the case of a boy in the 
Primary school, near the first of last term, who was 
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disobedient in several ways and obstinate. The teach- 
er sent for the committee, who spoke first to the 
school and then to the boy, who seemed unyielding, 
but when asked if I should take him to his father at 
the shop, and to his mother, and settle the matter, 
the child soon softened, and said he would obey, and 
on promising the teacher he took his seat. The fa- 
ther, without any appeal from the teacher. or com- 
mittee, corrected the child, and sent word to the 
teacher: “If my boy disobeys again, send me word 
and I will look after him.” ‘This step relieved the 
teacher, and the whole school was immensely bene- 
fited. Many may help to bring up the standard of 
order by speaking well of and encouraging the teach- 
er. With thirty, more or less, in the school room, or- 
der should be regular as the clock, and each scholar 
has a part to do, and then there will be no ruptures 
or irregularities. Some boys think it is “smart” to 
make sport in school, especially if not found out by 
the teacher; but no, it is mean and base, and what 
the doer will review with regret. 

Punctuality in attendance is also vital to the suc- 
cess of schools. This may be secured by parents. 
Let them fix the plan, when school begins, that noth- 
ing short of sickness shall keep the children from 
school. If you allow excuses or exceptions, there is 
danger that you will lose all the benefit of the school, 
and those who attend also suffer vastly. Each child 
may be a help to every other child, and being pres- 
ent is the way to have the mind most deeply inter- 
ested. The law requires all children between the 
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ages of eight and fourteen years to attend school 
twelve weeks in each year, and six weeks in succes- 
sion. It is right and reasonable to do so, and parents 
and guardians should see that it is done from a per- 
sonal interest, and not to do it, is criminal on their 
part. The past year there have been many noble 
examples, as the rolls of honor show, and by others 
there has been sad neglect, e. g., without a sufficient 
‘reason known to the committee. One was absent 
two days m three; another one-half of the days. 
One in the term of twelve weeks lost 17 days; an- 
other, 21; another, 252. Some were absent on what 
were thought to be necessary visits to friends. Twelve 
lacked from one to four days of being on the roll of 
honor. <A habit formed of punctuality 1s worth more 
than gold. 

Correctness in lessons is another vital quality to 
success. Let each have all his lessons so well com- 
mitted that he will not have to guess the answer to 
questions. So many things are to be learned that 
they need to be kept distinct; hence accuracy is es- 
sential, that the imental structure may be firm and 
built for all time. In business life, a few words left 
out overturns cases in law where hundreds, thousands, 
or millions of dollars are lost, and otherwise greater 
injury may be done. Success in life depends on cor- 
rectness. 

The only new study recommended the past year is 
“Hooker’s Child’s Book of Nature.” It is fitted to in- 
terest children and lead them to study into all they 
see around them. It is hoped large numbers will 
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study this with care. Parents may take and study it, 
and benefit themselves and children. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Prudential Committee, M. M. GeorGe, HENRY J. BuRTT. 


Primary School. Teacher for both terms, Miss 
Julia A. Dodge, who had taught before thirty-five 
months. This fact is itself a high recommendation. 
Her efforts here will add to her history of success. 
The government was kind and thorough. ‘The prog- 
ress the first eight weeks was evident, and in spel- 
ling very marked indeed. She had a long list of 
questions on geography, on nature and morals that 
she asked the scholars, who answered promptly, and 
the knowledge must be of value to them. At 
the close of the summer term the room was most 
tastefully decorated with evergreens and mottoes.— 
The first of the second term it was not easy for the 
teacher to secure order, stillness and attention, but 
soon the feeling balanced on the right side, and sey- 
eral of the boys took a new start and improved well. 
It is hoped Miss Dodge will teach many more years, 
unless called to some higher position. 

Roll of Honor. First term—Nannie 8. Dickey, 
Minnie L. Blanchard, Anna M. Payrow, Nellie J. Pay- 
row, Mamie L. Woods, Gracie E. Wilson, Jamie J. 
Griswold, Herbert Wilson, Hillie 8S. Burtt, Alonzo C. 
George. One other only one-half day absent, and 
three only one day. Second term—Nellie M. Burn- 
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ham, Harry A. Knight. Freddie A. Garside, Willie B. 
Whitney, Eddie 8. Whitney. Four others were ab- 
sent only two days each. 


Grammar School. Teacher for both terms, Miss M. 
Minerva Patten, who also began to teach when quite 
young, and had taught thirty three months. Here 
is surely a reputation for the work. Her mind acts 
clearly and calmly, and she intends all shall be accu- 
rate in each lesson. At first the scholars thought she 
was too particular. “ What is the use to repeat so 
much?’ She sets a high standard and tries to at- 
tain it, and with the co-operation of scholars and par- 
ents will su.ceed. At the close of summer term this 
room was finely trimmed with evergreen. A young 
man of the village, then present, offered a prize of 
one dollar to the one who would the next term do 
the best in all ways, and make the iost progress, 
and at the end of the second term this young man 
himself looked at all the evidence he could gather, 
and awarded the dollar to Henry A. George. The 
examination of this term was too long to have time 
for remarks. The governing was with love and de- 
cision, using a Judgment that commended itself to the 
scholars and visitors. | 


Roll of Honor. First term—Jennie G. Dodge, 
Lenora G. Dodge, Josie L. Dickey, Ada M. Taylor, 
Henry.A. George, George A. Fleming, Freddie A. 
Wilson. Three others absent only one day. Second 
term—Henry A. George, Henry W. Wilson. Four 
others absent only one day. 
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DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Prudential Committee, WILLIAM GILLIS. 


Miss Nellie M. Jackson teacher of summer term. 
The numbers are too few to excite much zeal, still 
the scholars did well and progressed much in the five 
weeks. The teacher did what she could. 


Winter term, teacher Miss Leona Chaney. This 
was her first effort in teaching, and she feels an in- 
terest in the work. May she advance as many oth- 
ers have in the worthy employment. The committee 
most fully agrees with the recommendation in last 
year’s Report, that this district and the one adjoining 
unite and do the best they can for the few youth now 
within their bounds. 


Roll of Honor for both terms. Mary A. Bullard, 
Freddie H. Colby. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Prudential Committee, HORACE RODGERS. 


Teacher, Miss Eva M. Fletcher. This was her first 
schvol, and she shows many valuable traits to become 
useful in the calling. If there were twenty scholars, 
and all did as well as these, the school would stand 
high. 


Roll of Honor. Lovell A. Rodgers, Davie E. 
Rodgers. 


My suggestion is that the portion of this district 
belonging to this town take steps to unite with No. 
1, where the school advantages are much better. 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Prudential Committee, JAMES E. FAVOR. 


Teacher the same as last year, Miss Eugenia M. 
Pratt. Only four scholars on the list, and three of 
these are not within its limits. For aterm of seven 
weeks Miss Pratt did what she could, and there were 
some things quite pleasant. and we would not despise 
the day of small things. Let this district unite with 
No. 2, and Providence may open new light. 


Miss Carrie E. Dixon, a graduate of the last class 
in the High School, Nashua, has taught a private 
school of eight weeks, with some twenty scholars. 
The committee made one visit to this school, and saw 
that she was aiming to benefit her scholars all in her 
power. 


In concluding, Iam happy to report that the teach- 
ers employed in town the past year have done so 
well, and we as citizens surely owe them a debt of 
gratitude. 

JAMES HOLMES, 


Superintending School Committee. 


Bennington, N. H., Feb. 24, 1874. 
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TExt-Books.—Bible; Hillard’s series of Readers; the Progressive 
Speller; Greenleaf’s Arithmetic; Colburn’s Mental Arithmetic ; Green- 
leaf’s Elementary Algebra ; Cornell’s series of Geographies ; Kerl’s 
Grammar ; Geseeention’ s U. S. History; Hooker’s Child’s Book of Na- 
ture : Writing—Payson, Dunton & Seribner’s system. 


BPINAN CT ATA REPO RD 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1874. 


The Selectmen to the town, 


DR. 
‘To taxes on Francis M. Hill’s list of 1872-3 not 
paid to treasurer, $ 378 45 
Taxes on H. H. Duncklee’s list of 1863, 25 25 
On Gray’ s list of 1866, 33. 93 
# 1867, 43 32 
Up F 1868, 109 73 
State Bonds, 2900 00— $3490 68 
Cr. 
By State bonds on hand, $2900 00 
Abatement of taxes on F. M. Hill’s list of 1872-8, . 19 70 
pe Gray’s three lists, 186 98 
Discount on list of 1873, 116 94 
Taxes uncollected on Hill’s list of 1873, 241 81 


Duncklee’s list of 1863, 25 25— $3490 638 


William Eaton, Treasurer, to the Town, 


Dr. 

To taxes and receipts of F, M. Hill, collector for 

the years 1872-3, $3454 22 
Balance in treasury March 1, 1873, : 286 50 
Cash of A. W. Gray for use of town hall, 40 15 
Interest on tax list of 1873, 27 
Three dividends of interest on State bonds, 261 00 
Cash of William Eaton, 400 00 

‘¢ dC Jose Taylor, 400 00 

«6d John A. Whittemore, 500 00 

‘* George E. Hill, 125 00 

‘¢ Rachel Wilson, 11 50 
Savings bank tax, 33T 99 
Railroad tax, 15 96 
Literary fund, AT 97 


Interest and balance on highway, 3 75— $5834 31 
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The Treasurer is credited with paying the following sums: 


By paying the state tax, ’ $870 00 
County tax, 286 76 
Non-resident highway tax, 112 82— $1269 5s 
SCHOOL ORDERS. 
District No. 1, George and Burtt, $443 78 
i ‘¢ 2, Wm. Gillis, 62 93 
se ‘¢ 3, Horace Rogers, 82 12 
a ‘* 4, James Favor, 21 68— $560 46 


FOR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


Paid M. M. George for boarding Mrs. Wilson, $116 00 
Mrs, Nichols for boarding Mrs. Page, 1872, 22 00 
6 sé “ee oe ee 1873, 41 00 
Thomas Williams for Pamelia Barker, 156 00 
J. R. Smiley, medical attendance for Pamelia Barker, 15 75 
M. Christie, medical attendance on paupers, 5 50 
S. B. Otis for boarding Mrs. C. M. Burtt, 24 T1— $380 96 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Frank Appleton on Thompson bridge, $ 9 80 
Wm, Taylor, snowing bridge and plank, 8 98 
Building new bridge, 863 38 
Luke Proctor, shingling covered bridge, 19 98 
G. A. Whittemore, nails, 4 67 
S. D. Gilson, labor, 1 00 
Abram Burtt, labor, 1 60 
I. L. Ross, labor, 2 00 
John Flagg, lumber, . 200 
B. D. Felch, labor, 5 00 
James E. Favor, 1 75 
Wm. N. Tuttle, 4 71 
Abram Burtt, 1 45 
Josiah Lovering, shingles, 36 00 
R. V. Knight, 350— $465 82 
BREAKING ROADS. 
Paid Jacob Brown, 1872, $ 4 75 
Moses H. Newton, 1872, 3 90 
Levi Colby, ey Be 
Benj. Bullard, ‘ 2 39 
Horace Rogers, 15 80 
James Foote, | 2 94 
James E Favor, 9 40 
Wm. Gillis, 10 30 
James Quimby, 12 00 
B. D. Felch, 4 80 
J. C. Dodge, 13 35 
M,. H. Newton, 12 25 
Benj. Bullard, 7 12 
Wm. Gillis, T 25 


John D. Cooper, 3 50 
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R. V. Knight, $8 00 
Armond Bullard, 3 15 
Levi Colby, 6 60 
John Goodhue, 8 40 
B. D. Felch, 2 70 
Lewis A. Knight, 2 07 
Kendall Gray, 5 00 
I. W. Sweetser, 400— $155 37 
NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 

Principal. Int. paid. 
G. Alfred Whittemore, $700 00 $72 59 
Chas. Bromley, 70 00 5 48 
S. M. Taylor, 35 00 
Chas. Bromley, 100 00 10 68 
Alfred Rogers, 100 00 6 68 
Mrs. C. P. Whittemore, 390 00 30 25 
Alfred Rogers, 328 78 10 21 
Abram Burtt, — 12 00 
Congregational society’s note, 12 00 
A. Rogers, 50 00 
Emerson Favor, 29 40 


$1648 74 $224 29 
MONEY PAID TOWN OFFICERS. 


John Goodhue, Ist selectman, $38 50 
Benj. D. Felch, 2d HI 29 00 
James E, Favor, 3d §‘ 32 00 
James Holmes, 8. S. Committee, 16 00 
Augustus W. Gray, town clerk, 12 00 
Wm, Eaton, treasurer, 15 00 
F. M. Hills, collector, 32 17 
John H. Fleming, auditor, 5 00 
John D. Butler, be 3 00 
Wm. P. Burtt, selectman, 1872, 8 00— $190 67 


MISCELLANEOUS TOWN EXPENSES. 


Sargent & Whittemore, printing town reports, $17 60 
Monadnock railroad company, 1 31 
Wm. S. Brown, nursing G. O. Fish, 45 00 
Dire, t.-L., Crane, *‘ os ph 45 00 
Sylvanus Dow, 15 00 
Nathan Whitney, attendance on Fish family, 25 00 
Nathan Whitney, goods for Fish family, 13 92 
H. G. Dearborn, medical services for Fish family, 65 00 
Amos Martin, horse to E. Washington, _ 2 60 
John D, Wilson, journey to Milford, 2 50 
M. M. George, digging grave, 2 00 
Morrill & Silsby for book, 87 
Abram Burtt, gate for pound, 3 32 
James Robinson, painting town hall blinds, 20 40 
Alfred Rogers, teaming blinds from Peterboro’, 1 50 
M. M. George, taking care of engine, 25 00 


Wm. G. Roach, running town line, 50 
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Moses H. Newton, sheep Killed by dogs, $ 3 09 
Levi Colby, 5 00 
James E. Favor, ¥: +2 a " 2 00 
R. V. Knight, hanging blinds, 5 25 
F. M. Hill, tolling bell, 1 25 
B. D. Felch, watering trough, 3 vO 
C. J. Kimball for engine men, 67 CO 
C. J. Kimball for blind hangers, 6 72 
Nathan Whitney, blinds for town hall, 27 78 
Morrill & Silsby, 13 
For books and stationery, 3 57— $412 30 


RECAPITULATION. 


Money and receipts put into the treasurer’s hands from 
March 1, 1875, to March 1, 1874, 
We credit the treasurer by paying as follows: 


State and county tax, $1156 76 

Non-resident highway receipts, 112 82 

School orders, 560 46 

Support of paupers, 380 96 

Repairing roads and bridges, 465 82 

Breaking roads, 155 37 

Notes and interest paid, 1875 03 

Town officers, 19) 67 

Miscellaneous town expenses, 412 30— 5308 19 
arse 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of $526 12 


In the case of Bennington vs. Gray, the agent informs the auditors 
that at the present time he is not ready to report. 


TOWN LIABILITIES. 


Mrs. S, Abbott, note dated June 8, i869, $ 67 51 
Chas. Gray, April 18, 1870, 125 26 
David Rogers, * Nov. 4, 1868, 182 15 
Sarah West, March 11, 1871, 145 28 
Sarah West, Feb. 20, 1871, 214 v4 
Abram Burtt, Aug. 30, 1871, 206 03 
Kendall Gray, Sept. 21, 1871, 196 10 
John W. Flagg, Jan. 2, 1871, 1202 71 
C. 8. A. Hodskins, June 5, 1871, 264 05 
Mary E. Bell, July 29, 1871, 116 30 
Alfred Rogers, July 31, 1871, 521 27 
Milton McCoy, Aug, 18, 1871, 463 9) 
Susan Pitcher, Aug. 24, 1871, 150 60 
Emerson Favor, Sept. 18, 1871, 200 CO 
Sarah M. Taylor, Sept. 19, 1871, 299 O03 
E, T. Adams, Noy. 13, 1871, 485 34 
Harriet Smiley, Feb. 23, 1871, 286 85 
Caroline E. Bell, Jan. 20, 1872, 294 12 
Sylvanus Hutchinson, Jan. 29, 1872, 226 384 
Dorcas Flagg, Feb. 10, 1872, 1042 96 
John D. Butler, Feb. 23, 1872, 1000 00 
Isaac Proctor, Feb. 19, 1872, 68 06 
William Taylor, Feb. 26, 1872, 505 62 
Lydia Pollard, April 18, 1868, 563 90 
Lydia Pollard, May 4, 1868, 421 31 
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Lydia Pollard, Noy. 11, 1870, $121 27 
Mary E. Dodge, Oct. 6, 1869, 387 87 
Congregational Society, Feb. 6, 1867, 290 TA4 
Betsey Burtt, Oct. 3, 1869, 225 63 
Mary C. Eaton, April 8, 1870, 37 60 
Wm. B. Walker, Aug. 22, 1871, 202 82 
Wesley Wilson, April 5, 1872, 268 1 
Susan Pitcher, April 16, 1872, 79 19 
Rachel Wilson, March 1, 1874, 250 00 
John W. Flagg, Feb. 28, 1873, 265 00 
William Eaton, March 31, 1873, 422 00 
William Eaton, Noy. 11, 1873, 844 61 
Josie M. Taylor, Noy. 18, 1873, 407 20 
John A. Whittemore, ‘Jan. 28, 1874, 502 50 
George E. Hill, Jan. 28, 1874, 125 62 
John D. Butler, Feb. 24, 1874, 557 20 
Wm. B. Walker, Feb. 24, 1874, _ 4° 09 
$14,544 69 
Town liabilities, $14,544 69 
Available assets: 
State Bonds, $2930 00 
Cash in treasury, 526 12 
Tax on H. H. Duncklee’s list not collected, 25 25 
Tax on F. M. Hill’s list of 1873, 241 8iI— 3693 18 
Total indebtedness of the town, $10,851 51 


We have examined the above report of the selectmen and treasurer, 
and find it accurately cast and properly vouched. 


JOHN H. FLEMING Ra + 
JOHN D. BUTLER, } Auditors. 
Bennington, N. H., Feb. 26, 1874. 


LIST OF DELINQUENT TAX-PAYERS ON F. M. HILL’S LIST 


OF 1873. 

John D. Cooper, $ 5 95 | Charles Bromley, $2 2 
Peter Peters, 5 06 | John Goodhue, 31 82 
Latimer Foote, 4 25 | George E. Colby, 3 06 
George W. Wilson, 6 30 | George Dresser, 8 00 
Orvill A. Wilson, 11 92 | Benjamin Bullard, 2 12 
Widow L. Russell, 15 75 | Armond C. Bullard, . 143 
Asa Holt, 2 


38 | Wm. H. Thomas, 75 
57 | James Foote, 

27 | George Robbins, 

59 | George J. Whittemore, 
50 | Alton Eaton, 

Isaac Fletcher, 

25 | Bancroft & Proctor, 
25 | Andrew Smith, 

25 | Wilson heirs, 


Wm. P. Burtt, 

Wm. M. Parsons, 
James Pond, 

Alfred Gray, 
Nathaniel E. Dickey, 
Samuel D. Gilson, 
Patrick Foley, 
Edmund Burke, 
Orlando D. Wilson, 
Asa Bailey, 
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REPORT OF THE SEXTON OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 23, 1874. 


PLACE OF 
| INTERMENT. 


NAMES. DISEASE. 


| : ‘ 
ly. m.d.| 1873. | 


John E. Martin. 27 7 19|May 5. |Consumption. eage 
George O. Fish. 40 ‘¢ 26. |Small Pox. . 
Infant child of Frank 
and Clintina Hall. : 
Miss Frances S. Baldwin. |32 Oct. 26. ca 
William Darrah. 74 1 Novy.30 |Inflammation | se 
| of bowels. 


Average age, 43 years, 4 months, 27 days. 


Respectfully submitted. 


M. M. GEORGE, Sexton. 


